UC research affects Mediterranean region

I was pleased to see that the entire 62-year archive
of California Agriculture journal will soon become
accessible online. Scientists and growers around
the world use this publication as a source of agri-
cultural research.

For instance, UC has a strong research pres-
ence in the Mediterranean area, where the climate
is similar to that of California. In fact, UC and
the state of California interact with most of the
countries surrounding the Mediterranean includ-
ing Egypt, Israel, Tunisia, Morocco, Syria, Greece,
Turkey, Italy, France and Spain.

Sound agricultural research is paramount to the
stability of this region. There is great economic dis-
parity among the countries, with resulting political
unrest and economic disadvantages to trade and to
peaceful coexistence.

California salmonids face extinction

California’s native salmonids are in precipitous
decline and are teetering toward the brink of ex-
tinction, according to a new report by Peter Moyle,
UC Davis professor and expert on California water
systems and fish.

SOS: California’s Native Fish Crisis, the first-ever
comprehensive report on the status of California’s
32 native fish species (salmon, steelhead and trout),
was commissioned by the nonprofit organization
CalTrout.

“The fish don’t lie,” says Moyle, who wrote the
report with Joshua A. Israel and Sabra E. Purdy, all
of the Center for Watershed Sciences at UC Davis.
“The story they tell is that California’s environ-
ment is unraveling. Their demise is symptomatic of
a much larger water crisis that, unless addressed,
will severely affect every Californian.”

The November 2008 report included the follow-
ing findings:

e If present trends continue, 65% of native salmo-
nids will be extinct within 100 years.

e Sixty-five percent of the species headed toward
extinction are found only in California.

e Of the state’s 22 anadromous fish species (which
spawn in freshwater and live most of their adult
lives in the ocean), 59% are in danger of extinc-
tion.

e Of the state’s nine living native inland fish, 78%
are in danger of extinction.

All of the species studied support, or have previ-
ously supported, major recreational and commer-

I would like to invite reader comments on
“Egypt’s Future Depends on Agriculture and
Wisdom.” It is an analysis, in draft form, of
Egyptian agriculture, its trials, frustrations and
opportunities. In it I have summarized the efforts
that academics (including UC scientists), politi-
cians, business leaders and farmers have made and
continue to make to support the development of
the economic potential of modern Egypt and many
other developing countries. Go to www.cal-cat.
com/Titlepage_04.htm.

Lowell Lewis, UC Coordinator
California-Catalan Programs, Barcelona, Spain

Editor’s note: California Agriculture journal plans
to launch its redesigned Web site, including its entire
archive of journals, in spring 2009. Lewis was ANR as-
sociate vice president for programs from 1981 to 1991.

cial fisheries and
provide economic
and cultural value
to Californians,
Moyle says. Key
stressors on fish
include dams,
agricultural and
grazing practices,
development, min-
ing, railroads, log-
ging, some recreational uses, illegal harvesting of
native fish, reliance on fish hatcheries and invasive
species. Global warming is also playing an impor-
tant role, the report says, as salmonids are particu-
larly sensitive to changes in water temperature.

Of the 32 taxa analyzed, one is extinct in
California and 14 are listed as state and/or
federally threatened or endangered. Pink and
chum salmon, southern steelhead and coho
salmon face the greatest immediate threat of
extinction. Other species fighting for survival
include both summer and winter runs of the
Northern California Coast steelhead; Central
Valley, South/Central California Coast and
Central Coast steelhead; Little Kern golden,
Lahontan cutthroat and Paiute cutthroat trout;
and California Coast, Sacramento winter-run and
Central Valley spring-run chinook salmon.

“This doesn’t have to happen,” Moyle wrote in
the Sacramento Bee. “We have to leave more water for
fish while protecting their diverse habitats. We need
to engage in more large-scale restoration projects.”

Letters

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

The editorial staff of
California Agriculture
welcomes your letters,
comments and sugges-
tions. Please write to us
at 6701 San Pablo Ave.,
2nd floor, Oakland, CA
94608 or calag@ucop.
edu. Include your full
name and address. Let-
ters may be edited for
space and clarity.

Morgan Bond

A Central California
Coast coho salmon
face extinction.

For more
information:

www.caltrout.org
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