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Harvesting technician Patricia Michel weighs 
fruit from a demonstration plot of UC-devel- 
oped strawberries in the Santa Maria area. 

UC program (continued from p. 70) 

ally improved, small farm income has 
lagged, causing some families to seek off- 
farm employment and others to quit farm- 
ing altogether. 

Jimhez, whose area of expertise is spe- 
cialty crops, conducts a broad-ranging re- 
search and education program on all as- 
pects of crop production, management 
and marketing. He encourages some 
small-scale farmers, especially those grow- 
ing grapes, tree fruit and nuts, to take ad- 
vantage of the expertise offered by other 
advisors in the Tulare County office. 

Jimknez has successfully developed 
control of the tomato pinworm (TF'W), 
Kieferia lycopersicelZa, a major pest of cherry 
tomatoes that threatens to become an 
equally serious pest of other fresh market 
and processing tomatoes. 

Damage occurs when TPW larvae bur- 
row under the fruit's calyx, making it diffi- 
cult to sort out infested fruit. Because 
growers cannot remove the calyx to detect 
damage, tolerance for the pest is virtually 
zero. Economic losses to small-scale farm- 
ers who produce most of the "cherries" 
has been devastating. Rather than risk 
unmarketable crops, many apply insecti- 
cides extensively - as much as 12 times in 
a season is not uncommon. In spite of this 
barrage, TPW damage is high, com- 
pounded by secondary outbreaks of an- 
other pest, the vegetable leafminer, 
Lyronrnyzu sativa. 

With the help of a private company 
and other UC scientists, Jimknez began 
seeking an alternative to control the pest. 
Several years later, they developed a 
"pheromone confusion" technique that 
successfully disrupts the pest's reproduc- 
tive cycle. The technique involves flooding 
a tomato field with the scent of female pin- 
worms, frustrating the attempts of male 
pinworms to find mates. 

Louie Valenzuela 
More than a dozen years ago, when he 
graduated in agricultural economics, Louie 
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