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Oaks in the Urban Landscape

Oaks are highly valued in urban areas for their aesthetic,
environmental, economic and cultural benefits. However,
urban encroachment has re-
sulted in significant impacts
to the health and structural
stability of oaks. Changes in
environment, incompatible
cultural practices and pest
problems can all lead to their
early demise.

This beautifully il-
lustrated new book by
Laurence R. Costello, Bruce
W. Hagen and Katherine
S. Jones focuses on how to
effectively manage and pro-
tect oaks in urban areas —
existing oaks as well as the
planting of new oaks. The
three key areas addressed
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WIC vouchers promote fruit and vegetable consumption

are selection, care and he federal Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
preservation. Chapters include cultural prac- Women, Infants and Children (WIC) has begun distrib-
tices, pest management, risk management, preservation during uting cash vouchers to low-income women and children to
development, genetic diversity and tree protection ordinances. buy fruits and vegetables. With WIC reaching almost half of
The guide is an invaluable reference for arborists, urban foresters, the infants and a quarter of all children under 5 years old in
landscape architects, planners and designers, golf course super- the United States, the vouchers provide an unparalleled op-
intendents, academics, Master Gardeners and anyone interested portunity to increase fruit and vegetable consumption among
in the preservation of urban oaks. children. In 2010, UC Cooperative Extension researchers con-
ANR Pub No 3518, 265 pp, $55 ducted a survey of WIC participants in Tulare, Alameda and
. Riverside counties, to guide development of a Farm-to-WIC
To order:
program that would connect small local growers to the WIC
Call (800) 994-8849 or (510) 665-2195 market. In the next issue of California Agriculture journal, the
or go to http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu or researchers report on the survey results and identify specific
visit your local UC Cooperative Extension office kinds of produce that a new Farm-to-WIC program in Califor-

nia could target.





